2023 Calendar of Religious Habitat

Hol idays for Humanity®

The purpose of this document is to inform HFH staff of the major religious holidays celebrated in the
communities where we serve and by our staff. In alignment with our Christian mission, we seek to welcome
and respect the perspectives of those whose beliefs may be different from our own. This document includes
important holidays from the Buddhist, Muslim, Jewish, Hindu, and Christian traditions, but please note that it
is not a comprehensive list of all holidays within these religions.

Religious Holiday | Dates (2023) Description

Orthodox believers observe Christmas according to the Julian — rather
Orthodox Christmas Jan. 7 than the Gregorian — calendar. Marked by devout vigils and traditional
(Orthodox Christian) ' feasts, the holiday traces its origins back to the centuries-old decision of

splitting the Orthodox church from the Catholic church.

Parinirvana Day This celebration centers around the enlightenment of the Buddha and his

Feb.15

(Buddhist) death.
Lent The Christian holiday of penance and fasting marks the final countdown to
- Feb. 22 — Apr. 6
(Christian) Easter.
R d This is a holy month of fasting that begins and ends with the appearance
_amall o Mar. 23 — Apr. 21 S| y g g W PP
(Muslim) of the crescent moon.
Passover celebrates the miracle of the Israelite people’s miraculous
Passover Sunset Apr. 5 — . A
A . Exodus from Egypt and being passed over by the 10" plague in Bible
(Jewish) Evening Apr. 13
book of Exodus.
Easter Apr. 9 This is the celebration of the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the tomb on
(Christian) pr- the third day after his death.

Orthodox believers observe Easter according to the Julian — rather than

Orthodox Easter . -
- Apr. 16 the Gregorian — calendar. Similarly to regular Easter, Orthodox Easter

Orthodox Christian
( X istian) celebrates the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the tomb.
Eid al-Fitr Apr. 22 - 24 A celebration at the end of the Ramadan fast that is also centered around
(Muslim) pr- forgiveness.
Vesak May 5 The Buddha's birthday is known and is one of the major festivals of the
(Buddhist) y year. Some cultures also use it to celebrate his enlightenment.
Eid al-Adha Honors the willingness of Ibrahim to sacrifice his son Ismail as an act of

o June 29 - July 2 . .
(Muslim) obedience to God's.
Rosh Hashanah Sunset Sept. 15 - This holiday celebrates the Jewish New Year and is symbolically
(Jewish) Evening Sept. 17 connected to creation.

. Day of atonement, known as the holiest day of the Jewish year. Yom

Yom Kippur Sunset Sept. 24 — . B » . .

- . Kippur concludes the “10 days of repentance” that begins with Rosh
(Jewish) Evening Sept. 25

Hashanah.

Learn more about Faith Engagement on the MyHabitat Knowledge Center.


https://hfhi.sharepoint.com/sites/FaithEngagement
https://www.ibtimes.com/what-orthodox-christmas-facts-photos-celebrations-2749517
https://nationaltoday.com/parinirvana-day-nirvana-day/
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Lent
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cute-calendar.com%2Fevent%2Framadan%2F41127.html&data=05%7C01%7CCCollier%40habitat.org%7C2eb96b2d41354fb6752a08daee6902b7%7Cf8b64cf5161745898e02d3a56ee0792a%7C0%7C0%7C638084432021145192%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=AU0PePFbV95eHrLAbhCXyuacY%2BpiUGj%2ByA%2BF0dx6asY%3D&reserved=0
https://www.britannica.com/topic/crescent-symbol
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjewishunpacked.com%2Fhow-to-celebrate-passover%2F&data=05%7C01%7CCCollier%40habitat.org%7Cc1e7c419ded240e1365308dae3675781%7Cf8b64cf5161745898e02d3a56ee0792a%7C0%7C0%7C638072330247835151%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Z8pGW1vTPEUAZnv4opvrC%2BDypFKd3Mggj%2BsOnQy73ls%3D&reserved=0
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Easter-holiday
https://parade.com/1372081/jessicasager/greek-easter-orthodox-easter/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vesak
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cute-calendar.com%2Fevent%2Feid-al-adha%2F41488.html&data=05%7C01%7CCCollier%40habitat.org%7C2eb96b2d41354fb6752a08daee6902b7%7Cf8b64cf5161745898e02d3a56ee0792a%7C0%7C0%7C638084432021301420%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=I542Wms1RHmz0s51ndP7gEbfAvKuNabm2Y%2FjMC8xoYw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjewishunpacked.com%2Fhow-to-celebrate-rosh-hashanah%2F&data=05%7C01%7CCCollier%40habitat.org%7Cc1e7c419ded240e1365308dae3675781%7Cf8b64cf5161745898e02d3a56ee0792a%7C0%7C0%7C638072330247835151%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2eqH1RmvczKYfXcTueF9rUhG0pKD6s1wE3upEQjJ%2FJE%3D&reserved=0
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Yom-Kippur

Vijayadashami

This celebration is a 10-day festival that symbolizes the victory of good

Oct. 24 - Nov. 3

(Hindu) over evil.
Diwali This is a Festival of Lights and symbolizes the victory of light over

- Nov.12
(Hindu) darkness.
Hanukkah Dec.7 — Dec.15 This is a Festival of Lights celebrating the rededication of the Temple in
(Jewish) ' ' Jerusalem after it was defiled by the Selucids in 164 B.C.
Christmas
e Dec. 25 This holiday celebrates the incarnation and virgin birth of Jesus.
(Christian)

Learn more about Faith Engagement on the MyHabitat Knowledge Center.



https://hfhi.sharepoint.com/sites/FaithEngagement
https://isha.sadhguru.org/us/en/wisdom/article/dussehra-vijayadashami
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Diwali-Hindu-festival
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjewishunpacked.com%2Fhow-to-celebrate-hanukkah%2F&data=05%7C01%7CCCollier%40habitat.org%7Cc1e7c419ded240e1365308dae3675781%7Cf8b64cf5161745898e02d3a56ee0792a%7C0%7C0%7C638072330247835151%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=imt%2Bh40B1BkbImZoHAYQWiANO%2FF4P1usAVO%2FK8jjHTM%3D&reserved=0
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Christmas

