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At  Pikes Peak Habitat for 
Humanity, we know home-
ownership is transforma-
tional for the families in our  
programƜwe see the proof 
when we visit our neighbor-
hoods and hear our home-
ownersƞ stories! But now, 
thanks to a study by Ashley 
Peacock, a student in the 
Master of Public Administra-
tion program in the College 
of Public Service, University 
of Colorado at Colorado 
Springs, we have data to 
show the impact. 

Peacock contacted 120 Pikes Peak Habitat homeowners and 
asked them to respond to a survey focused on six speciǁc  
areas: educational outcomes, neighborhood and home stabil-
ity, ǁnancial stability and wealth-building, employment oppor-
tunities, health outcomes, and civic and social engagement. 
Forty-one people responded, which is about 33% of those 
contacted, she says. Although that might sound low, the aver-
age response for surveys is around 25%Ɯso our participation 
was higher than typical. 

She found that overall, 93% of respondents said their lives 
have become better since they moved into their homes. 

ƠWe had some open-ended questions, and a lot of the res-
ponses talked about stability and feeling a sense of security 
and less anxiety, and that was really mirrored in the literatureơ 
about the topic, says Peacock. ƠThereƞs kind of a cascading 
eǀect when youƞre facing housing instability. Itƞs one thing  
after another, like a Jenga tower. So seeing the responses from the homeowners who felt so much gratitude 
for having that stability that echoed into other parts of their lifeƜthey said their children felt more comfortable 
and relaxed; the children knew their parents had less anxiety. And so you see the ripple eǀect.ơ 
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Continued from cover 

Peacockƞs ǁndings showed that since they moved 

into their homes, 

¶ 77% of homeowners felt better about their 

childrenƞs future 

¶ 88% felt more stable in their living situation 

¶ 82% reported better ǁnancial security 

¶ 58% felt better about their job prospects 

¶ 64% felt less stressed 

¶ 66% spent more time with their families. 

Additional results in each area of the survey are 

posted on Pikes Peak Habitatƞs website. 

Peacock notes that her ǁndings in some categoriesƜ

such as educational and ǁnancial outcomesƜ

matched what she expected, based on previous 

studies she found when she started the project. The 

outcomes in health and civic engagement were lower 

than sheƞd anticipated, though. She says factors such 

as Ơthe larger sociopolitical landscapeơ and the 

COVID-19 pandemic may have played a role. 

She also comments that Habitatƞs sweat equity 

requirement contributes to the positive outcomes of 

our homeownership program. 

ƠThere were some [studies] I included that looked at 

Habitat and the impact of Habitat across diǀerent 

regions of the United States, and a lot of those 

studies were saying the same thing: that sweat equity 

helped with community building,ơ she says.  

The survey results bear this out in El Paso County, 

Peacock explains. ƠIt is a really interesting way to pay 

it forward and get your homeowners engaged in their 

communities.ơ 

So far in 2024, we have ǁnished: 
È Jessicaƞs 2-bedroom home (the 3rd Interfaith Build for Unity, Feb.) 
È Gilasƞ 2-bedroom home (recycled through the Fund for Humanity, Mar.) 
È Mariaƞs 3-bedroom home (Fund for Humanity, April) 
 
We are scheduled to ǁnish: 
È Janiceƞs 2-bedroom home (Fund for Humanity, 
July) 

È Ida, Alex, and Luciaƞs 3-bedroom home  
(Maverik Build, July) 

È Mirandaƞs 3-bedroom home  
(Fund for Humanity, September) 

È Damian and Trinadyƞs 3-bedroom home (Veterans Build, 
November) 

È Bernadetteƞs 3-bedroom home (Apostles Build,  
December) 

Ashley Peacock (left) 
researched long-term 
outcomes for Pikes 
Peak Habitat home-
owners. Scan the QR 
code (above) to see her 

full report. 



P A G E  3 

Pikes Peak Habitat for 

Humanity Board of 

Directors 

Eric Stolp 
President  

Joe DesJardin 
Vice President 

Robert Giunta 
Treasurer 

Tim Trowbridge 
Secretary 

Jeǀ Ader 

Paul Hasty 

Feda Jodeh 

Janna Mulder 

Stephanie Sparks 

Tye Tutt 

Candy VandenBerg 

Bill Wall 

David C. Warner 

Pikes Peak Habitat 

Lead Staǀ 

Kris Lewis  
CEO 

Terry Anderson 
Chief Operating Oǃcer 

Stephanie Campbell 
Director of Finance 

Toby Drury  
Director of ReStores 

Iain Probert 
Chief Strategy Oǃcer 

Coming Home 

Editor 

Monique Bos 
Communications Manager 

Photographers 

Emma Price  
Donor Relations Manager 

Monique Bos 
Communications Manager 

Transformation Is in the Air 
Reǂections from Kris Lewis, CEO of Pikes Peak  

Habitat for Humanity 

At Pikes Peak Habitat for Humanity, we know that aǀordable, 
attainable homeownership transforms lives. We see the 
evidence and hear the stories every day. And weƞre excited 
to share some of these stories with you. Youƞll meet two 
Army veterans who struggled with the cost of repairs needed 
to keep their homes livable and aǀordable. Youƞll also have 
the chance to celebrate with Maria, a new Pikes Peak Habitat 
homeowner who works full-time but was raising her 
teenagers in a crowded Section 8 apartment.  

And while each story tells of a life transformedƜindividual 
lives that have value, dignity, and worthƜyouƞll also get to 
see broader, long-term trends, thanks to research by UCCS 
student Ashley Peacock. Stories are impactful, but so is 

dataƜand now we have data to show the concrete diǀerence we make here in El 
Paso County, Colorado. 

We couldnƞt do any of this without our committed, enthusiastic volunteers. At our 
annual Volunteer Appreciation Event in April, we had the chance to recognize and 
honor many of you, who help us build quality homes; who provide critical, 
aǀordable repairs to seniors, veterans, and others burdened by cost; who keep 
products ǂowing through our ReStores, from the donation docks to the cash 
register, so we can continue our transformative work here in El Paso County.  

Our dedicated construction staǀ constantly work to build higher-quality, more 
energy-eǃcient homes that will remain aǀordable for the families who purchase 
them. The recent Energy Star rating aǃrms their commitment and eǀectiveness.  

Weƞre also excited to launch a new partnership with another local nonproǁt 
organization, Special Kids Special Families, which supports people with 
disabilities. While our organizations have diǀerent missions, we believe that 
working together will help us best serve the Pikes Peak community. 

And our impact travels beyond just this region. In October, weƞll partner with 
Thrivent on a disaster relief trip to Medford, Oregon, an area that, similarly to El 
Paso County, has been devastated by wildǁre. We still have spots available on 
this trip, so if youƞre interested in helping families rebuild in the wake of this 2020 
disaster, please consider joining us. 

Finally, our interfaith programs have gained attention both nationallyƜthrough our 
participation in the White Houseƞs Team Up bridgebuilding pilot programƜand 
internationally. This summer, Iƞm thrilled to be traveling to the Jordanian Embassy 
in Washington, D.C., with Chloe Henry, our Faith in Action program manager, and 
Board President Eric Stolp to receive the second-place medal in the H.M. King 
Abdullah II U.N. World Interfaith Harmony Week prize competition. Our interfaith 
program enables us to build an additional home each year in partnership with a 
local workforce family, and it also builds bridges between various faith 
communities in our region. 

Thank you for the part you play in transforming lives with us! 

Kris Lewis 
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Read with Pikes Peak Habitat! 

Check out our recent and upcoming reads at  
PikesPeakHabitat.org/blog! 

If youƞd like to participate on an ad hoc committee to help 
establish guidelines and select future titles, please e-mail 

Monique@PikesPeakHabitat.org by August 15. 
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Local Army veteran Bill purchased his 
home about ǁve years ago. The  
previous owner wanted to sell to a  
veteran who would live in it, not  
convert it to a rental or investment 
property. ƠThat suited me just perfect-
ly!ơ says Bill. 

But as soon as he moved in, ƠI realized 
that I had bought a huge pile of trou-
ble: all the leaks in the house. The 
heating is inadequate; itƞs those little 
baseboard heaters,ơ he explains. ƠIƞve 
just been watching this house fall 
apart right underneath me.ơ 

With mortgage payments and a limited 
income, he had no funds to make  
repairs. After seeing an ad for Energy 
Resource Center, he decided to  
approach them for help. A staǀ mem-
ber there told him about Pikes Peak  
Habitatƞs home repair program, and  
after he ǁlled out the application, he 
quickly qualiǁed and began speaking 
with staǀ and volunteers about the  
repairs he needed. 

ƠI think that was God-sent, it really 
was,ơ he says. ƠEverybody that has 
come here has been kind, helpful,  
compassionate.ơ 

Between them, Energy Resource Center and 
Pikes Peak Habitat replaced most of the  
windows in his home. We also worked with 
Owens Corningƞs roof deployment project 
and local contractor Old World Rooǁng to 
replace Billƞs roof. And our repair crew in-
stalled a mini-split heating and cooling sys-
temƜthe same one we install in the new 
homes we buildƜto replace the ancient 
heaters that had become a ǁre hazard. 

ƠYou canƞt look any direction where they didnƞt do 
something,ơ says Bill.  

But far more impactful than the physical changes to 
his homeƜcrucial as those are for Billƞs health and 
safetyƜhave been his experiences with the people 
he has met through the process. 

ƠIf thereƞs a thousand percent diǀerence, itƞs just like 
another world, a world I didnƞt know existed,ơ he 

says. ƠA world of honest, forthright 
people...I had a lot of good things 
happen to me that I canƞt really  
explain.ơ  

He adds, ƠItƞs like a whole new  
family. And now I got the ReStore 
people, and thatƞs like another 
whole family!ơ 

Bill is paying it forwardƜand  
continuing his association with 
Pikes Peak HabitatƜby volunteer-
ing at the ReStore South, 411. S. 
Wahsatch Ave., Colorado Springs, 
CO 80903, each week. 

As a Colorado Springs native, he 
grew up visiting the lumberyard 
that occupied the space where the 
ReStore is now, so volunteering 
there brings back memories. 

ƠIƞve been to that building that is 
the ReStore since I was a little kid,ơ 
he recalls. ƠMy dad would always 
take me in there to get his  
hammers and stuǀ, his tools.ơ 

Heƞs developing connections with 
coworkers there. ƠThe ReStore is 

someplace real special,ơ he says. ƠDel, 
the guy I work with, heƞs only three 
years younger than me. Itƞs like weƞre 
brothers!ơ  

He says working with Pikes Peak  
Habitat volunteers and staǀ has 
Ơreinforced my belief in a higher being, 
and just knowing that no matter how 
much I feel alone, Iƞm not alone. And he 
wonƞt abandon me....When he puts his 
hand on you, you know it. And I know it. 
Every day I know it now.ơ 

Billƞs home has a beautiful view of Pikes Peak, and he 
is intentional about enjoying it. 

ƠI always see the sun rise, and I always see the sun 
set every day,ơ he says. ƠIf I donƞt do anything else, I 
watch the sun come up and watch the sun go down 
because thatƞs what he wants me to do. Thatƞs when 
I acknowledge his power over everything. So this has 
been something that Iƞve never had in my life: a  
religious experience.ơ 

Above, Bill talks about his  
experience with the Pikes Peak  

Habitat home repair crew. Below, he 
chats with volunteer and fellow  
veteran Maggie Dover during the 
Owens Corning roof deployment. 
Bottom, Bill holds a handmade quilt 
donated by a local craft group that 
partners with Pikes Peak Habitat. 
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Volunteers are the lifeblood of Pikes Peak Habitat for Humanity, and we wouldnƞt be able to do the work we 

doƜpromoting aǀordable homeownership in El Paso County; partnering with workforce families to build new 

homes; providing critical repairs to seniors, veterans, and other cost-burdened homeowners; advocating for 

systemic changes to make homeownership more aǀordable for more peopleƜwithout our dedicated, skilled, 

passionate, and energetic volunteers! 

Although weƞre grateful for our volunteers every day, we set aside a special 

evening each April to recognize them: our Volunteer Appreciation Event. This 

yearƞs celebration took place April 18 at The Pinery at the Hill, and we are 

thankful to GE Johnson for serving as the event sponsor. We were delighted 

with the chance to recognize many of our committed volunteers and to 

present our annual awards! 

Volunteers Take Center Stage  
at Annual Appreciation Event  

Right, Laurel and Art Thorstensen became the 
fourth recipients of the George Hammond 
Award, which honors individuals who have  
exhibited leadership, an unwavering belief in 
Habitatƞs ministry, and a deep devotion and 
passion to serve the people of El Paso County. 

At left, award namesake George  
Hammond joins second award winner Har-

ry Moore (center) and third winner Tim  
Trowbridge (right).  

Left, Bobby Ingels (shown with Lewis) received 
the Chris Brownlow Golden Hammer Award for 

displaying the same qualities of joy and love 
that Brownlow exhibited. Right, Mike  

Gallagher was honored with the Journeyman 
Award for his long-term service and behind-the-
scenes work. 

The Foundation for Successful Living 
(above left) was named ReStore South Group 
of the Year, while the North Colorado Springs 
Rotary Club (left) was the ReStore North-
east Group of the Year. Construction Group 

of the Year honors went to Colorado 
Springs Utilities (right). 

Above left, Maggie Dover received the  
Millard Fuller Award, and Connie Dorǀ, right, 

was honored with the Linda Fuller Award. 
Named for the Habitat for Humanity founders, 
these awards recognize volunteers who  
demonstrate leadership and compassion. Board 
president Eric Stolp, left, and Pikes Peak Habitat 
CEO Kris Lewis, right, join Dover. Dorǀ stands 
between home repair project supervisor  
Brandon Weaver (left) and volunteer manager 
Sarah Buchen. 
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Energy Star Rating Conǁrms Eǃciency of New Homes 

What I like about what weƞre doing here at Habitat is 
that we can be the cutting edge of experimenting with 
diǀerent technologies,ơ he says. ƠWeƞll be able to ǁnd 
out what works for us as a builder, what works for 
homeowners for the long term, and the lessons we 
learn here are lessons that builders who arenƞt non-
proǁt would be able to take from us and use in their 
own builds. We can show the rebates that weƞre able 
to get to recoup some of these costs. We can show 
that the technology works and that people are wanting 
it; itƞs a beneǁt, and we can show that we can do it cost
-eǀectively.ơ 

He concludes, ƠOur homes are some of the highest 
quality. Iƞve built homes across the United States, and 
Iƞm really, really proud of what weƞre building here.ơ  

Visit PikesPeakHabitat.org/blog for more  
behind-the-scenes insights into our construction site! 


